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TfLDBSLEY. 

To  the  Chairman  and  K  embers  of  the  Health  Committee . 


I  beg  to  present  for  your 
information  and  consideration  the  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1950. 


There  has  been  a  slight  increase 
in  the  number  of  live  births  this  year,  271  as  against  264 
in  1949,  raising  the  Live  Birth  Rate  from  14.6  to  15.0,  at  the 
same  time  the  number  of  Still  Births  has  fallen  from  13  to  8 
and  the  Still  Birth  Rate  47  to  29, 

On  the  other  hand  the  .Death  Rate, 
all  causes  has  shown  little  or  no  change,  there  being  234  deaths 
during  the  year  as  against  231  the  previous  year.  As  previously, 
disease  of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels  has  been  the  greatest 
single  cause, 

I 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis  have 

decreased  from  6  to  3,  As  last  year,  13  infants  succumbed  before 
reaching  their  first  birthday.  There  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

The  sanitary  circumstances  of  the 
district  have  been  kept  under  close  review  throughout  the  year. 
As  you  know,  housing  remains  the  outstanding  public  health,  as 
well  as  social,  problem. 


The  health  of  the  community  has 

remained  generally  satisfactory,  and  there  has  been  no  serious 
outbreak  of  notifiable  infectious  disease.  Like  other  parts 
of  the  country,  the  district  has  experienced  an  epidemic  of 
measles,  but  fortunately  the  disease  has  been  generally  of  a 
mild  character.  There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  whooping  cough, so  much  so,  that  mass  immunisation 
is  indicated  lust  as  soon  as  an  adequate  safe  and  potent  supply 
of  whooping  cough  vaccine  is  available  in  this  country. 


I  am  still  concerned,  as  you  are, 
at  the  potential  danger  presented  by  the  public  s winning 
baths,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  possibility  of  executing  the 
Council’s  plan  to  erect  a  new  bath  with  modem  plant  will 
arise  in  the  near  future. 


T.  PAT  TdT  SEWELL. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


i 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS, 


Area  m  acres 


Registrar  General* s  estimate' 
of  population  (mid  1950) 

Population,  census  1931,  . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 
(Census  1931) 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses, 

(end. of  1950)acc^rding  to  rate  book 

Rateable  value. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate, 

•  ■ 

VITAL  STATISTICS, 

Calculated  on  a  population  of  18,120, 
BIRTHS, 


5,174 

18,120 

19,432 

4,  46  5' 

5,514 
£  86,412 
£  341c 


Male. 

Female. 

Total . 

Live  Births~Legitimate 

142. 

122. 

264. 

Illegitimate, 

4. 

3. 

v. 

» 

146. 

125. 

271. 

...  .  .  / 

Still  Births-Legitimate. 

5 

3 

8. 

Illegitimate 

•  *** 

— 

•  5 

3 

8 

Total  registered  Births  for  1950 
Total  registered  Births  for  1949 


279. 

277. 
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LI  1/E  BIRTH  RATE  (Por  JL,000  Population) 


For  Year  1950 

15.0 

For  Year  1949 

14.6 

For  5  year  average  1945-1949. 

17.8 

Increase  in  1950  on  1949. 
Decrease  in  1950  an  5  year 

0.4 

average . 

2.8 

Live  Birth  Rate  for  England 

and  Wales  1950. 

15.8 

STILL  BIRTE  RATE  (Per  1,000  Total 

Births 

) 

For  year  1950 

29 

For  Year  1949 

47 

DEATHS . 

Male, 

Female. 

Total. 

INFANTILE,  Legitimate 

6 

5 

11 

Illegitimate, 

2 

- 

2 

8 

5 

13 

MATERNAL. 

Nil. 

OTHER  CAUSES. 

Cancer. 

20. 

14. 

34 

Tuberculosis, 

3' 

mm 

3 

Whooping  cough. 

- 

1 

1 

Other  causes. 

106, 

90 

196 

Total  registered 

Deaths  for  1950, 

129. 

105, 

234. 

Total  registered 

Deaths  for  1949. 

125 

106 

231. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE  (Per  1,000  Live  Births) 

For  Year  1950  48 

For  Year  1949  '  49 

For  5  year  average  1945-1949  48 

Decrease  in  1950  on  1949  1 

Increase  in  1950  on  5  year  average .  Nil. 

TOTAL  « ATBIK1L  MORTALITY  RATE  (Live  and  Still  Births) 


For  Year  1950  Nil. 

For  Year  1949  Nil 

For  5  year  average  1945-1949  1.22 

Increase  in  1950  on  1949  Nil 

Decrease  in  1950  on  5  year  average.  1.22 
Maternal  Mortality  Rate  for 
England  &  Wales  for  1950.  0,86 

TUBERCULOSIS  DEATH  RATE, 

For  Year  1950  0,17 

For  Year  1949  '  0.35 

For  5  year  average  1945-1949  0.38 

Decrease  in  1950  on  1949  0,16 

Decrease  in  1950  on  5  year  average.  0,21 

CRUDE  DEATH  RATE. 

For  Year  1950  12.9 

For  Year  1949  '  12.7 

For  5  year  average  1945-1949  12,1 

Increase  in  1950  on  191-9  -  0.2 

Increase  in  1950  on  5  year  average  0.8 

Crude  Death  Rate  for  England 
and  Wales  for  1950  11.6 
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IN  PM  TILE  MORTALITY. 


13  deaths  were  reported  compared 
with  13  during  1949  and  11  in  1948,  This  gives  an  Infantile 
Mortality  Rate  for  the  Year  1950  of  48  compared  with  49  in  1949 


as  follows: 


The  causes  and  ages  were 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

AGE 

IN  MON  TBS 

Prematurity., 

0-1. 

6 

1-3. 

/ 

3-6. 

Cerebral  Irritation. 

1 

- 

Broncho  Pneumonia. 

- 

- 

2 

Whooping  cough. 

- 

1 

- 

Intestinal  Obstructions, 

1 

mm 

Cardiac  Failure, 

- 

tm 

mm 

Acute  Ototis  Media. 

1 

TOTALS 


8 


1 


3 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1950. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

MALE 

FEMALE , 

TOTi"' 

j 

1,  Tuberculosis  -  Respiratory. 

2 

1 

3 

2.  Tuberculosis  -  Other  forms. 

■u* 

u. 

- 

3.  Syphillitic  Disease. 

- 

- 

4.  Diphtheria. 

- 

- 

— 

5,  Whooping  Cough. 

- 

1 

1 

6,.  Meningococcal  Infections. 

L 

- 

— 

7,  Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

L 

/ 

— 

8,  Measles. 

it 

~ 

- 

9.  Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases, 

1 

1 

10,  Cancer  of  Stomach. 

5 

2 

7 

11.  Cancer  of  Lung,  bronchus. 

3 

— 

3 

12.  Cancer  of  breast. 

3 

3 

13.  Cancer  of  Uterus. 

— 

1 

1 

14.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites. 

12 

8 

20 

15.  Leukaemia. 

— 

/ 

— 

16,  Diabetes. 

2 

- 

2 

17.  Vascular  Lesions  of  nervous  system. 

9 

14 

23 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina. 

10 

8 

18 

19,  Hypertension  with  heart  disease. 

1 

3 

4 

20,  Other  Heart  Disease. 

18 

23 

41 

21.  Other  Ciculatory  Disease. 

7 

7 

14 

22.  Influenza 

o 

3 

6 

23,  Pneumonia. 

4 

ty 

o 

7 

24.  Bronchitis , 

13 

6 

19 

25.  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System. 

2 

1 

3 

26.  Uloer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum, 

1 

2 

3 

27.  Gantritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

- 

/ 

- 

28,  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis. 

2 

- 

2 

29.  Hyperplcxia  of  Prostate. 

2 

2 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion. 

4 

- 

31,  Congenital  Malfo rmation. 

2 

- 

2 

32.  Other  definod,  and  ill  defined  diseases. 

21. 

15 

36 

33,  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents. 

1 

- 

1 

34,  All  other  accidents. 

8 

1 

9 

35.  Suicide. 

1 

2 

3 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war. 

•** 

** 

** 

TOTAL  -  ALL  CAUSES. 


129 


105 


234, 
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GENERAL  INFORMATION. 


The  major  portion  of  the  district 
/£  urban  in  character, concentrated  chiefly  in  the  north  and 
centre,  surrounded  by  an  area  of  agricultural  land. 

The  main  industries  are  coal 

mining,  cotton  spinning  and  engineering,  with  a  small  number 
in  agriculture. 

None  of  the  above  industries 
appear  to  have  given  rise  to  any  significant  increase  of 
injuries  or  disabilities  of  an  occupational  character  throughout 
the  year. 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


Ambulance  Service . 


Leigh  Ambulance  Station  -  Tel. No. Leigh  939 

Atherton  "  ”  -  !I  "  Atherton  165 

(Lancashire  County  Council) 

/ 

Care  of  Children  -  Childrens  Act,  19  4 , 

Childrens  Committee  -  Lancashire  County  Council. 

Clinics . 


1,  Antenatal. 

Elliott  Street  Clinic. 

2nd.  and  4th, Friday  p.m. 
of  each  month, 

(Lancashire  County  Council) 


2,  Artificial  Sunlight. 


Alder  House  Clinic,  Atherton. 
(Lancashire  County  Council) 

3.  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 


At  County  Clinics  as  required. 

(Lancashire  County  Council  ' 

4.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

(i)  Astley  Centre  -  Tuesday  pm. 

(ii(:  George  Street  Centre,  Tvldesley, 
Thursday  pm. 

(Lane ©.shire  County  Council) 


5.  Ophthalmic 

Elliott  Street  Clinic  -Thursday  pm. 
(Lancashire  County  Council) 
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6,  Orthopaedic. 


Elliott  Street  Clinic, 

2nd. Wednesday  p.m.of  each  month, 

. (Lancashire  County  Council) 

7.  Orthoptic. 

5  Market  Place,  Leigh. 
(Lancashire  County  Council) 

8.  Post-natal. 


Elliott  Street  Clinic 

2nd  and  4th. Friday  pm,  of  each  month. 

(Lancashire  County  Council) 

.  *.  |  ; 

9.  School  Health  and  Minor  Ailments. 

Elliott  Street  Clinic, 

Tuesday  and  Friday  a.m. 
of  each  week. 

(Lancashire  County  Council 

10.  Speech  Therapy, 

No  local  facilities, 

11.  Tube rculosis , 

Chest  Clinic,  Church  St. Leigh. 
(Hospital  Board) 

12.  Venereal  Disease. 


(i.)  Civic  Centre,  Bolton. 

Male  and  Females  -  Mon,  Wed.Fri, 
9.-30  am  to  12-30  pm. 

2--0  pm.  to  7-30  pm. 
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(ii)  Royal  Albert  Edward  Infirmary,  Wigan. 

Males  -  Wed.  2pm.  to  7pm, 

Females-  Wed,  2pm.  to  4pm.  4-30  pm.  to  7pm 

(Hospital  Board) 

Connie  sonoe. 

Under  arrangements  made  by  -the  Lancashire 
County  Council. 

Convalescent  Treatment. 

Under  arrangements  made  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board, 

Health  'Visiting  Service. 

%  - 

Two  Health  Visitors/School  Nurses  employed  in  the  district 
by  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 

Home  Help  Servico. 

Under  arrangements  made  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 
Home  Nursing  Service, 

—  ~  i  — ■  ■■  ■  n,,  , 

Male  and  female  district  nurses  provided  by  the 
Lancashire  County  Council. 

Hospitals# 

1.  General  -  Leigh  Infirmary,  Bolton  Royal  Infirmary  &c, 

2.  Infectious  diseases  -  Astley  Sanatorium,  Hilton  Lane 

Fover  Hospital, Boltcn  &c. 

t  ■ 

3.  Maternity  -  Bolton  <&  District  General  Hospital, 

Davyhulme  Hospital,  St,  Mary's 
Hospital,  Manchester  &c„ 

(Hospital  Board) 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Regional  Hospital  Laboratories  at  Bolton  and  Wigan 
Infirmaries  and  Monsall  Fever  Hospital. 
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Maternity  Homes, 


Firs  Maternity  Home,  Leigh, 

Has  lam,  Havercroft  and  Heaton 
Grange  Maternity  Home s, Bolton, 

(Hospital  Board) 


Midwifery  S  e  r  vie  e . 

Two  full  time  domiciliary  midwives 
provided  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 

Nursing  Homes, 

None  in  the  district. 

Unmar  rie  d  1  others  &  Illegitimate  Chi Id  ren , 

Provision  for  their  care  is  made  by  the 
Lancashire  County  Council. 

Welfare  S  e  rvi  ce  s ,, 


Under  arrangements  made  by  the  Lancashire 
County  Counc}.;L  residential  ac coranodation 
at  Atherleigh  Grange,  Leigh,  and  Bolton 
and  District  General  Hospital  Annexe,  Famworth. 
No  hostels, 

X  Ray  Facilities . 

At  the  general  hospital  of  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board, Leigh,  Bolton  and  Wigan.  Special  facilities 
for  chest  X  ray  at  the  Chest  Clinics. 


/ 
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SANITARY  Cl RCIMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA, 


Water  Supply, 

The  districts  wr. ter  supply  is  obtained  in  bulk 
by  agreement  with  Manchester  Corporation,  and  enters  the 
Council’s  mains  at  Clegg  Lone,  Stirrup  Brook  and  Vicars  Hall 
Lone.  The  supply  ha. s  been  satisfactory  in  quantity  and 
quality  during  the  year. 


5503  dwelling  houses,  heueing  a  population 
of  18,070  persons  are  supplied  with  water  from  public  mains. 

11  houses  with  a  total  of  50  occupants  draw  supplies  from 
private  wells  or  springs.  These  are  chiefly  situated  in  an 
isolated  part  of  the  district,  and  the  dwellings  are  in  connection 
with  small  holdings  of  agricultural  land. 


All  new  houses  have  been  connected  to  the 

t  own  ’  s  wate  r  main  s  . 


6  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  water 
going  into  supply  after  treatment  were  made  during  the  year, 
two  of  which  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  The  water  mains 
supplying  the  houses  where  the  unsatisfac tory  samples  were 
obtained  have  been  reney/ed,  and  further  samples  have  proved 
satisfactory. 


Drainage  and  Sewera.ge, 

Ho  change  or  extension  has  been  made  in  the 
drainage  or  sewerage  system  during  the  year,  and  connections 
to  the  sewer  have  been  made  to  all  new  houses. 
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S M  I  TARY  AC  001:11 OD.xTICN , 


During  the  year  under  review  a  survey  of  the 
sanitary  accomodation  of  the  district  has  been  undertak6h, 
and  the  results  are  given  below  and  compared  with  those  shown 
at  the  end  of  1949. 


1950. 

1949 

Number 

of 

privy  middens. 

74. 

203 

Number 

of 

closets  attached 

to  the  above  middens. 

113 

397 

Numbe  r 

of 

pail  closets. 

44 

21 

Number 

of  trough  closets. 

23 

23 

Number 

of 

waste  water  closets. 

246 

469 

Number 

of 

fresh  water  closets. 

5650 

4492 

Included  in  the  above  figure  of  74  privy  middens 
are  35  which  are  situated  in  the  areas  not  served  by  a  sewer, 
chiefly  farms  and  isolated  dwellings. 


The  num.be  r  of  privy  middens  converted  during  the 
year  to  fresh  water  closets  was  11  and  4  were  converted  into 
pail  closets.  11  waste  wster  closets  have  been  converted  to 
fresh  water  closets, 

A  grant  of  £  9  or  he. If  the  cost  whichever  is  the 
lesser  is  made  in  the  case  of  privy  conversions  and  £8  or  half 
the  cost  whichever  is  the  lesser  in  the  case  of  waste  water 
conversions . 

Public  Cleansing. 

A  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  is  maintained 
throughout  the  district  by  means  of  three  side  loading  10  cyd. 
vehicles  ond  this  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  means  of  controlled 
tipping.  The  amount  of  refuse  collected  and  so  disposed  of 
during  the  year  was  approximately  6000  tons. 


The  Councils  tip,  situated  in  Coldalhurst  Lane, 
Astley,  was  first  used  in  May  1950,  and  it  is  anticipated  will 
be  completed  towards  the  end  of  1951.  Negotiations  were  complete  d 
during  the  year  for  the  purchase  of  l^nd  at  Mount  Pleasant  as  a 
tipping  site. 
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Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  demand  for 
waste  paper  suddenly  increased  and  the  price  rose  from 
£  3  per  ton  to  £  6,10.0,  A  contract  with  the  Thames  Board 
Mills  was  entered  into  for  the  purchase  of  all  waste  paper 
for  a  period  of  5  years  and  a  minimum  guaranteed  price  fixed  till 
the  end  of  1951,  Arrangements  were  made  to  increase  the 
yield  of  waste  paper  and  to  this  end  the  Council  recommended 
that  an  incentive  bonus  be  paid  to  the  employees  of  the 
Health  Deportment  for  a  trio.l  period  of  six  months  commencing 
on  December  1st,  1950. 


Scavenging,  gully  emptying  and  snov/  removal 
are  undertaken  by  the  Surveyors  Department, 

During  the  year  204  dustbins  were  supplied  by 
the  department  at  the  request  of  the  owners  of  affected 
property, 

Tho  following  are  particulars  of  materials 

salvaged:- 


Tons.  Owts ,  Qrs.  £.  s,  d. 


Waste  Paper.  62.  10  u  271.  5.  1. 

Kitchen  Waste.  52.  14.  -  142.  13.  6, 


In  June  of  this  year  the  new  Dennis  Refuse 
Collection  vehicle  LTF,  619  was  delivered  and  the  old 
Leyland  vehicle  JP.  50  sold  at  scrap  price.  During  the 
winter  months  the  department  was  engaged  in  snow  clearing 
for  the  Highways  Department, 


15 


SANITAKf  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


Number  of  inspections  and  re -inspections 

during  the  year,  5974 

Number  of  notices  served.  298 

Number  of  notices  abated.  411 

Number  of  Statutory  notices  served.  22 

SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS. 

Infectious  diseases'.  '  98 

Public  Health  Acts  -  visits  and  re-visits.  1372 

Council  Houses.  389 

Rodent  Control.  366 

Housing  Act.  64 

Keeping  of  Animals.  7 

Disinfections  etc.  8 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds.  18 

Factories,  42 

Ice  Cream  premises,  29 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal.  66 

Markets,  29 

Drainage.  79 

Fish  Fryers.  16 

Butchers.  10 

Food  preparing  premises,  41 

Schools,  11 

Bakehouses.  22 

Shops .  177 

Grocers,  greengrocers.  8 

Accumulations .  8 

Closet  conversions.  245 

Dairies.  12 

Slaughterhouses.  63 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  interviews.  749 


16 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 


The  question  of  smoke  abatement  in  the  district 
is  still  a  problem.  Interviews  and  meetings  have  teen  held 
during  the  year  with  representatives  of  certain  industrial 
premises  and  plants  with  a  view  to  securing  a  reduction  in 
the  emission  of  smoke,  from  which  it  appears  that  alterations 
and  improvements  are  to  be  effected  gradually  on  a  long  term 
basis.  The  difficulties  again  met  with  are  poor  and  wrong 
type  of  fuel,  age  of  plant  and  equipment  and  long  delivery 
dates  of  new  equipment, 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

42  inspections  have  been  made  under  Part  1 
of  the  above  Act.  Sanitary  accommodation  at  one  factory  is 
inadequate,  but  it  is  intended  to  remedy  this  as  soon  as 
a  Board  of  Trade  licence  is  granted  to  extend  the  factory. 

There  o.re  two  outworkers  in  the  district  engaged 
in  making  up  wearing  apparel, 

VERMINOUS  HOUSES. 

Four  houses  (  3  Council  and  one  private) 
were  disinfested  during  the  year  with  a  5%  B.  D,  T,  solution 
sprayed  onto  walls,  woodwork  etc,  which  treatment  appears 
to  give  satisfactory  results. 

Household  furniture  and  effects  are  examined 
before  removal  to  council  houses  and  treated  where  necessary. 
Advice  and  instruction  are  given  to  tenants  in  appropriate 
cases  of  thehabits  of  vermin,  and  the  necessary  measures  to 
prevent  re-infestation, 

RATS  AND  MICE, 


On  March  31st,  1950  the  Prevention  of  Damage 
by  Pests, Act  1949  ceme  into  force.  This  act  places  the 
responsibility  upon  the  Local  Authority  to  ensure  that, as  far 
as  practicable,  its  area  is  kept  free  from  rats  and  mice. 
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A  Rodent  Operator  is  employed  part  time  on 
this  work' and  the  Ministry* s  recommended  methods  are  employed. 

All  premises  concerning  which  complaints  are  made  are  visited 
either  by  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  the  Rodent  Operator,  and 
treatment  carried  out  where  necessary.  A  charge  is  made  for 
"business  premises,  "but  a  free  service  is  provided  for  private 
dwelling  houses. 

i 

The  various  promises  and  properties  in  the 
Council* s  occupation  are  inspected  regularly  and  treated  where 
necessary,  and  sewers  are  treated  twice  per  year  . 

395  visits  have  "been  made  to  private  dwellings, 
"business  premises  and  local  authorities  property  in  connection 
with  rodent  infestation. 

In  addition  two  sewer  treatments  have  been 
undertaken  involving  the  inspection  and  baiting  of  manholes 
on  three  consecutive  days. 

SCHOOLS . 

All  the  schools  are  supplied  with  an  adequate 
and , sufficient  supply  of  water.  The  closet  accommodation  consists 
in  the.  case  of  one  school  of  a  privy  midden  and  in  two  others 
of  trough  water  closets.  The  remainder  are  provided  with  wash 
down  water  closets.  Several  of  t1'  ~  schools  are  not  yet  provided 
with  adequately  paved  playgrounds. 

Meals  for  school  children  are  prepared  and 
cooked  at  a  central  premise  rnd  conveyed  in  insulated  containers 
to  the  various  schools  by  motor  vans  , 

cmmi  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  is  one  common  lodging  house  in  the 
district  licenced  annually  with  accommodation  for  66  persons 
which  is  well  conducted  and  satisfactory. 
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H  0  TJ  s  IN  G. 


The  prevalent  type  of  house  is  the  four 
roomed  terrace  cottage,  a  large  number  of  which  lack  such 
amenities  as  hot  w' ter  supply  and  baths.  The  chief  defect 
in  the  older  types  is  dampness.  Mining  subsidence  continues 
to  be  responsible  for  much  structural  damage.  Repairs  and 
renewals  are  still  difficult  to  obtain,  due  in  the  main  to 
shortages  and  high  prices  of  materials  and  labour. 

There  have  been  no  houses  erected  by  the  local 
authority  during  the  yearj  4  traditional  permanent  houses  by 
other  bodies  or  persons, 

A  scheme  for  the  erection  of  40  permanent 
houses  wr  s  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year,  comprising  • 

24  two  bedroomed  houses  and  16  three  bedroomed  houses. 

1200  houses  are  ovned  by  the  Council,  352 
of  which  ha 've  been  built  in  the  post  war  period. 

The  waiting  list  of  applic on ts  for  Council 
Houses  is  approximately  550,  an  increase  of  100  on  last  year. 


OVERCROWDING. 


The  extent  of  overcrowding  in  the  district 
cannot  be  definitely  ascertained  without  a  house  to  house 
survey,  which  was  last  undertaken  in  1933. 

Information  obtained  from  the  Council  house 
application  register  shows  the  number  of  dwellings  overcrowded 
at  the  end  of  1950  to  be  90,  involving  130  families  and 
509  persons. 

19  new  cases  of  overcrowding  were  reported  during 
the  year,  and  23  cases  of  overcrowding  concerning  155  persons 
were  relieved. 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 


The  inspection  and  supervision  of  dairy  farms  and  the 
production  of  clean  milk  is  now  the  responsibility  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  8  Samples  of  milk  have  however, been 
examined  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli,  one  of  which  was 
reported  as  positive.  Individual  samples  were  taken  from  the  herd 
and  ojfter  investigation  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
veterinary  inspector  a  final  report  was  issued  declaring  the  herd 
free  from  tuberculosis. 

The  following  milk  licences  have  been  issued  during  the 

years- 


Dealers  Licences  to  use 

the  special  designation  "Sterilised"  50 

Dealers  Licences  to  use  the  special 

designation  "Pasteurised"  24 

Dealers  Licences  to  use  the 

specia.l  designation  "Tuberculin  Tested"  18 

The  number  of  registered  distributors 

opera. ting  from  own  farms  in  the  district.  7 

The  number  of  registered  distributors 

operating  from  dairy  farms  in  the  district,  2 

The  number  of  registered  distributors 
operating  from  premises  outside  the 

district.  5 


MEAT  AND  0 THE R  FOODS. 

The  Ministry  of  Food* s  slaughter  house  serving  this 
area  is  situated  in  Leigh,  and  all  the  meat  from  this  area  is 
killed  there,  with  the  exception  of  self  suppliers  pigs 
slaughtered  under  licence  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  of 
which  31  were  inspected  during  the  year. 

Horse  slaughtering  for  human  consumption  at  one 
slaughter  house  in  the  district  continues,  and  157  carcases 
were  inspected,  all  for  consumption  out  of  the  district. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle 

Cows.  Calves,  Sheep 

Pigs. 

Horses 

excl. 

and 

cows. 

'  '  lambs  o 

1 

Number 

killed. 

- 

4  4  4 

31 

157 

Number 

inspe  cted. 

•4m  w» 

31 

157 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis „ 

1,  Whole  carcase  condemned  _ 

2,  Co.rcase  of  which  some  '  '  ' 

part  or  organ  was  condemned,,-  -  -  14 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 

other  than  tuberculosis.  -  -  -  9% 

Tuberculosis  only. 

*  >  »  4  4 

1.  Vtfhole  carcase  condemned.  -  -  -  Nil 

2.  Carcase  of  which  same  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis. 


Nil 

Nil 
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•  -  270  visits  have  been  made  to 

food  premises  and  tho  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned 
during  the  year,, 


NATURE,  OQ  ANTI  TIES. 


Owts ,  Qrs , 

Lbs 

Bacon. 

5 

Cereals  (  52  packets) 

26 

Cheese,, 

1. 

9 

3 

Dates. 

1. 

12 

Pigs, 

1 

7 

Horseflesh, 

11.  3 

27 

Ham  (timed) 

1 

7 

Kippers , 

1 

26 

Pigs  Feet  (Frozen) 

3 

16 

Miscellaneous  Canned 
Foodstuffs  (268) 

2  1 

13 

Macaroni, 

3 

6 

18,  3C  .8 
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FOOD  POISONING  OUTBREAKS, 


Two  cases  of  food  poisoning 

were  notified  during  1950  involving  a  husband  and  wife. 

The  food  responsible  for  the  poisoning  was  thought  to  have  been 
re-heated  rabbit,  but  this  could  not  definitely  be  ascertained, 
as  the  remainder  of  the  food  was  immediately  destroyed.  Both 
cases  were  mild,  thoy  troro  not  removed  to  hospit&l  and  rapidly 
recove  red. 


CLEAN  FOOD  C/MPAI  GN . 

Byelaws  were  made  under  Section  15 
of  the  Food  end  Drugs  Act,  1938  for  securing  the  observance  of 
sanitary  and 'cleanly  conditions  end  practices  in  connection  with 
the  handling,  wrapping  end  delivery  of  food  sold  or  intended  for 
sale  for  human  consumption,  and  in  connection  wiih  the  sale  or 
exposure  for  sale  in  the  open  air  of  food  intended  for  human 
consumption  have  been  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  end  came 
into  operation  on  the  2nd,  April  1950, 


ICE  CHE/}:, 


12  promises  have  been  regigtcred 
for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  under  Section  115  end  116  of  the 
Lancashire  County  Council  (Rivers  Board  &  General  Powers )Act  1938 
during  the  year, 

6  samples  of  ice  cream  we  re  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination,  one  of  which  was  found  to  be 

unsatisfactory. 

ADULTERATION  OF  FOOD. 


Sampling  of  Food  and  Drugs  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  is  carried  out  by  the  Lrncashire 
County  Council  in  this  area,  and  during  the  year  90  samples  have 
been  taken  by  the  County  Inspectors,  38  being  milk  and  52  others. 

One  sample  of  beef  sausage  was 

found  to  be  12%  defioient  in  beef  content  end  the  vendor  was 
cautioned,  and  one  milk  sample  was  slightly  deficient  in  fat 
content. 
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PREVAM  CE  OF,  MD  _ CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
MD  OTHER  DISEASES. 


CHICKEN  POX 


in  the  district „ 


This  disease  is  not  notifiable 


DIPHTHERIA. 


As  last  year  no  case  or  carrier 

ms  notified.  This  happy  position  must  be  regarded  as  undoubtedly 
due  to  the  intense  campaign  waged  against  this  disease  by  the 
simple  and  economic  expedient  of  mass  immunisation. 


DYSENTERY, 
to  hospital. 


Tito  coses  notified  and  admitted 


ENCEPHALITIS  LETHARGI C A . 


No  acute  case  notified. 


ERYSIPELAS. 


were  removed  to  hospital. 


Seven  cases,  three  of  which 


FOOD  POISONING. 

This  disease  is  notifiable  under 
Section  17  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  when  it  is  not  otherwise 
statutorily  notifiable.  In  addition  the  Tenth  Schedule  of  the 
National  Service  Act  1946  requires  the  Medical  Officer  of  health 
so  notified,  if  not  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  a  local 
health  authority,  to  send  a  copy  of  the  notification  to  the  local 
health  authority. 


during  the  year. 


Two  cases  of  this  disease  occurred 
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MALARIA, 


No  case  reported. 


MEASLES 


o 


Throo  hundred  and  one  cases  were 
notified  as  against  47  in  the  previous  year.  This  increase  was 
expected,  measles  epidemics  usually  occurring  bionnually  in  the 
towns,  and  has  been  the  general  experience  throughout  the 
country.  No  case  was  serious  and  all  but  three  were  nursed 
at  home,  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

HEN  IN  GO  CO  C  CAL  IN  FTC  .°I  ON . 


OrHTHAIMIA  NECNATORUM . 


One  co.se  was  reported. 


This  is  cn  eye  infection 

of  the  newly  bom,  notifiable  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  health 
of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  authority. 

PARATYPHO ID  FEVER . 


No  cases  notified. 


FNEUMON  I  A, 


reported.  Four  proved 

POLIO ‘YELITIS4 

child. 


Seven  cases  of  acute  pneumonia  wen 

fatal* 

(infantile  Paralysis) 

One  case  occurred  in  a  young 


POLI PEN  CEPPALITI S . 

No  cases. 


HJERPER-lL  PYREXIA* 

No  case  notified. 

SCARLET  FEWER. 

The  number  of  cases  of  soarlet 

fever  at  72  shows  on  approoiablc  drop  in  the  incidonco  tho  previous  year 
when  there  were  131  cases.  Once  again  the  disease  tended  to  be 
mild  in  character,  and  there  were  no  deaths. 
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SMALL  POX. 


No  confirmed  case  occurred. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Thirteen  new  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  ond  two  new  cases  of  n on- pu lmonary  tuberculosis 
were  reported  during  the  year.  Four  cases  of  pulmonary  infection 
died. 

TYPHOID  FEVER. 

■  »  ■~»n  ■  ^1  n»  — r  ■  i  »  «M»  >ri  r»  ■  1 


No  co.se s  wore  reported. 


■WHOOPING  COUGH. 


There  has  been  a  material  increase 
in  the  number  of  co.se s  occurring  previously.  This  year  there  were 
90  cc.sos,  as  against  23  in  1949,  ond  there  was  one  death.  This 
disease  beco.usc  of  its  debilitating  a.ftcr  effects,  must  now  be 
rogo.rdcd  as  the  most  serious  of  the  infectious  diseases  affecting 
child  life,  ond  in  consequence  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  recent 
extensive  field  research  conducted  by  the  Medical  Research 
Council  mil  pave  the  way  to  mass  immunisation  against  the  disease 
on  the  lines  so  successfully  carried  out  against  diphtheria. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


NEW  CASES  IM D  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YE,,R  1950. 


N  E  ; _  C  AJ5  EJA  D  E  A  T  H  S. 
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